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USA Water Ski returns to Palm Beach
County for the 11th Year

The Palm Beach County Sports Commission is
excited to welcome back USA Water Ski’s 2009
GOODE Water Ski National Championships.
It marks the 11th year the event will be hosted
by the Ski Club of the Palm Beaches and held at
Okeeheelee Park in West Palm Beach. The 67th
GOODE Water Ski National Championships are
scheduled for Aug. 11-15.
“We are thrilled that the Ski Club of the Palm
Beaches will host the 2009 Nationals,” said
Jim Grew, president of USA Water Ski and
the American Water Ski Association. “The
site is truly ideal for such an event and always draws great attention to the sport.”
More than 800 of the nation’s top water
ski athletes from across the United States
will compete for national titles in slalom,
tricks and jumping. As well as an
overall national title in respective
age divisions and two open divisions, advancement to the national championships is earned
through placement on the na-

tional rankings list for respective divisions.

“The Ski Club of the Palm Beaches is looking forward to hosting the 2009 GOODE Water Ski National Championships at Okeeheelee Park,” said
Charlotte Melchers, tournament chairman of the
2009 Nationals. “Palm Beach County and the Ski
Club of the Palm Beaches designed this site with
events like the Nationals in mind. Five lakes and
continuous skiing cannot be duplicated anywhere else in the U.S..”
The American Water Ski Association is one
of nine sport disciplines of USA Water Ski,
which was formed in 1939 as a nonprofit
organization promoting water skiing in the
United States. USA Water Ski is affiliated
with the International Water Ski Federation
(world governing body) and is recognized
by the United States Olympic Committee and Pan-American Sports
Organization as the national governing body of organized water
skiing in the United States.

TORHS National Championships
The Tournament of Roller Hockey Series (TORHS) National Championships are taking place
in Palm Beach County for the first time at Palm
Beach SkateZone in Lake Worth from June 26
through July 5.

TORHS has an 11-year history of providing roller
hockey tournaments. The Nationals were held in
Buffalo in July, 2008 and Detroit from 2003 to
2007. This will be the first time the event is held in
a warm-climate area.

TORHS is one of the premier roller hockey organizations in the nation. The tournament features
an array of age divisions, providing a chance for
youth and adult teams to compete for a national
title. Over 150 teams have traveled from across
the country to contend in this prestigious competition.

TORHS is expected to provide an economic surge
to Palm Beach County hotels and the local business
community. The event should generate anywhere
from 2,000 to 3,000 room nights and create an estimated $1 million in economic impact. Palm Beach
County is hopeful that 2009 marks the first of many
TORHS Nationals in Palm Beach County.
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Upcoming Events

For a complete listing of all upcoming events check our website at
www.PalmBeachSports.com.

Florida State League
April 9 - September 6, 2009 at Roger Dean Stadium

The Florida State League is a Class A Advanced Minor League Baseball league.
The twelve member teams play a 140 game schedule with 70 games at home and
70 games on the road.

TORHS National Championships
June 26 - July 5, 2009 at Palm Beach Skate Zone

Approximately 220 teams and 3,000 athletes will compete in age divisions ranging from youth to adult (6 & under to 35 plus). Teams will travel from across
the United States, Canada and overseas to compete in this tournament. TORHS
is the premier organization within the sport of roller hockey.

Prospectwire Baseball Florida State Finals
July 1- 5, 2009 at Santaluces Athletic Complex

Prospectwire Baseball will conduct its 16 & under Florida State Championships
at the Santaluces Athletic Complex on July 1-5, 2009. Each team will play in a
3 game guarantee pool play.

Kids Fitness Festival of the Palm Beaches
July 16 - 17, 2009 at the South Florida Fairgrounds

South Florida’s Interactive Youth Sports Experience! Each July, over 6,000 of
south Florida’s youth gather at the South Florida Fairgrounds for two days of fitness and fun. Elementary and middle school aged children have the opportunity
to get hands-on experience and learn skills in over 40 different sport clinics.

USTA Boys 16s & 18s Clay Court Championships
July 19 - 28, 2009 at Delray Beach Tennis Center

This tournament is the highest level junior tennis tournament in the country
for boys 16u & 18u divisions. The draw consists of 192 participants in each age
division (384 total), competing in singles and doubles competition. The event
will include a College Expo, which is expected to attract approximately 100
NCAA collegiate coaches.

Optimist Junior International Championship
July 23 - August 2, 2009 at PGA National Resort & Spa

The Optimist International Junior Golf Championships is one of the largest and
well-known junior golf tournaments in the world. This event attracts approximately 650 youth competitors from the United States, Canada, and 30 other
countries. The first half of the tournament features boys and girls from 10 and
under to 15 and under competing. The second half of the tournament features
boys and girls from 16 and under to 18 and under competing.
Prospectwire Baseball Florida State Finals
August 5 - 10, 2009 at Santaluces Athletic Complex
U.S. National Water Ski Championships
August 11 - 15, 2009 at Okeeheelee Park
USTA Summer Smash Regional Tennis Championships
August 29 - September 1, 2009 at Delray Beach Tennis Center

USA Baseball Under 16 East
Championships
wraps up with improbable Comeback in
Championship Game

Alexander Fernandez doubled home Omar Garcia in the bottom of the
6th to put the All American Prospects from Vero Beach ahead for the
first time in the championship game after having spotted the Triple
Threat Baseball Academy from Orlando, a 9-0 lead in the first inning.
Fernandez would eventually come around to score, and the Prospects
would hang on for an 11-9 win at at Roger Dean Stadium. Albert Almora was 4-5 with a double, RBI, and 2 runs to compliment some stellar
defensive plays in centerfield for the gold medalists. In the bronze medal
game, the Apopka Blacksox knocked off the Seattle Stars, 7-1. Nicholas
Molina notched the win, and his teammate Orlando Rivera, provided
enough offense as he went 3-4 with 3 runs and 2 triples.
The East and West Championships are conducted simultaneously in
Palm Beach County
and Tucson, Arizona.
Both events field 72
teams and approximately 1,400 athletes
from over 26 different
states. Through these
Championships, USA
Baseball continues to
provide an opportunity for 144 teams to
showcase their ability
against teams from all across the country as well as provide the exclusive
opportunity for players to be considered for the 16U National Team.
“The event fills rooms at more than 15 hotels in Palm Beach County and
generates over 3,000 room nights each year,” stated Gerry Baron, Sports
Commission Executive Director.
“Roger Dean Stadium is noted
in the baseball industry as one of
the premier facilities in the U.S.
to host this kind of event. It is the
only complex outside of Arizona
with so many world-class fields in
one location. The Town of Jupiter,
the Jupiter Tequesta Athletic Association, the Palm Beach County
Parks and Recreation Department and the Santaluces Athletic
Complex in Lantana all commit
valuable assistance to make this event happen. This tournament is a great
example of the community working together to showcase Palm Beach
County as a sports tourism destination. Even better, it’s held in the summer season when our tourism industry needs the support.”
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The Kids’ Fitness Festival of the Palm Beaches

Presented by Ronald McDonald House Charities of South Florida

Bennie Blades 36 Foundation putting on
a “Mini NFL Combine” Experience

The Palm Beach County Sports Commission is excited to welcome back
the Bennie Blades 36 Foundation to the Kids’ Fitness Festival of the Palm
Beaches. With the help from ExpoZur Sports Management Group, the
role of the Bennie Blades 36 Foundation in this year’s Festival will be
expanded through the creation of a “Mini NFL Combine” experience at
the event.
The Bennie Blades 36 Foundation will
be providing instructional sessions in the
basic fundamentals of football, and will be
a featured sports clinic at The Kids’ Fitness
Festival. The booth will consist of four
(4) different stations, showcasing football
fundamentals. There will be a 40 yard
dash, a defense station where kids will maneuver through blocks and tackle full size
dummies, a tire rings station consisting of
different agility drills, and a touchdown
station where kids will catch footballs
while running and maneuvering their way Bennie Blades teaching participants
to score a touchdown.
the basics of football at last year’s
festival.

In addition to providing an NFL style
workout, the Bennie Blades 36 Foundation will give kids the chance
to meet and interact with former NFL players. Bennie Blades, former
Detroit Lion and University of Miami alumni and brother Brian Blades,
former Seattle Seahawk and University of Miami alumni will both be
in attendance at the event. Other confirmed player participants include
Bobby Harden, James Pruitt and Troy Drayton from the Miami Dolphins, Reggie Givens from the San Francisco 49ers and Kenny Berry
from the San Diego Chargers.
NFL player and founder of the Bennie Blades 36 Foundation, Bennie
Blades stated: “Bennie Blades 36 Foundation is pleased to be associated
with the Palm Beach County Sports Commission and the Kids’ Fitness
Festival again this year. This is a premier youth sports event that we are
happy to partner with. We look forward to conducting our daily clinics
which will teach kids the importance of health and wellness, while learning a little more about sports, all sports, not just football!”

Fastest Growing Sport will be at the Kids
Fitness Festival

The Palm Beach County Sports Commission is once again partnering
with the United States Tennis Association (USTA) to bring tennis to the
Kids Fitness Festival. The USTA has been a part of the Kids Fitness Festival for the past four years, hosting a tennis clinic that teaches children
the basic skills of the sport. Local USTA Florida representatives, Susan
Allshouse and Janet Sprague have been instrumental in conducting this
interactive experience and introduced over 6,000 kids to tennis at last
year’s event. They want to match that number this year. “Our goal is to
increase awareness of youth tennis in our community,” stated Susan.

traditional individual sports. Tennis was one of only six sports to experience participation growth, exceeding 40 percent from 2000 through
2008 as determined by the SGMA. The Taylor Research Group (TRG)
also reported that tennis participation reached a record high of 27 million players in 2008.
The USTA has been a major contributor to the growth of tennis and has
joined the Tennis Industry Association in advocating the newest format
of play, QuickStart Tennis. QuickStart Tennis will be the highlight of the
tennis clinic at the Kids Fitness Festival. QuickStart tennis is an exciting new format of play providing boys and girls ages 10 & under the
opportunity to learn tennis quickly through modified equipment, court
dimensions and scoring based on the age and size of the children. This
new format helps integrate children, primarily 10 years old and younger
into tennis by using a progressive format to teach the basic skills. QuickStart Tennis enables kids to have more enjoyable experiences early in the
learning process, which is the key to keeping kids involved. This method
will be used to train the next generation of tennis players, can be easily
incorporated into any program and be a perfect part of a wide variety of
offerings at schools, parks and recreation facilities, and clubs. It is already
being used in over 1,000 locations across the country.
Chairman of the Kids’ Fitness Festival, Jeff Zipper from National City/
PNC, stated, “We are extremely pleased to have a governing body with
the stature of the USTA involved in the Kids’ Fitness Festival. It is a testament of the growth and respect of sports in Palm Beach County.”

There is something for everyone

The Kids’ Fitness Festival offers something for every child under the age
of 13. Elementary and middle school children can learn the basics of over
40 sports from the area’s leading instructors, or they can hang out in the
midway, play games and interact with professional athletes and mascots.
Parents will also enjoy an educational expo, food, and interactive games.
Prominent organizations conducting interactive sport clinics and activities are; the Florida Panthers, Florida Atlantic University, Roger Dean
Stadium, the United States Tennis Association, AMF Off Shore Geico
Powerboat Race Team, International Polo Club and the American Youth
Soccer Organization.
The Kids’ Fitness Festival promotes both traditional sports, such as football, baseball, and basketball and non-traditional sports not commonly
found in the school system, such as archery, badminton, fencing, and
netball.
The Festival will be held at the South Florida Fairgrounds on Thursday,
July 16 and Friday, July 17, 2009 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The
advance ticket price is $12 per child before June 19th, $17 per child after
that, and parents are free.
The Kids’ Fitness Festival of the Palm Beaches is presented by the Ronald
McDonald House Charities of South Florida. Other supporting sponsors are: ESPN Radio 760, KOOL 105.5, Florida Marlins Community
Foundation, Parenting Plus, Primetime Palm Beach County, Inc., and
The Palm Beach Post.

According to data collected by the Sporting Good Manufacturing Association (SGMA), tennis is the fastest growing sport in America among
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Sports Commission Supports Local Sporting Events
The Sports Commission is pleased be able to help fund and support local
sporting events in Palm Beach County. In the past few months alone the
Commission has helped support several events including the 2009 Pierre
Garcon Sportsfest, the PBC Hotel & Lodging Association Golf Tournament, the Humana Celebrity Golf Tournament, the Heath Evans 7v7 Flag
Football Tournament, and the annual “Tyler’s Day” Fundraiser.
In February of this year, former Colts player Pierre Garcon brought together over 600 of Palm Beach County’s youth for the 2009 Pierre Garcon
Youth Sportsfest. The Sports Commission was one of three major sponsors to help make this event a reality.
The Sports Commission also made contributions to the Palm Beach
County Hotel & Lodging Association’s Annual Golf Tournament and the
Humana Celebrity Classic Golf Tournament hosted by Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Palm Beach County, Inc. The PBC Hotel & Lodging Association Tournament took place on May 14, 2009 at the PGA Golf Club and
benefited the association’s education and scholarship fund. The Humana
Celebrity Classic Golf Tournament took place on May 29, 2009 at the
Broken Sound Country Club in Boca Raton and benefited Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Palm Beach County, Inc.

As a sponsor for the 4th annual Heath Evans
Foundation 7v7 Championship, the Sports
Commission was able to support an event
that brought together former NFL players
and high school teams from across the state.
The event took place June 20 and benefited
the Heath Evans Foundation which is dedicated to fostering hope and healing in the lives of children and families
affected by sexual abuse.
The Sports Commission is proud to have also been able to sponsor and
support the “Tyler’s Day” fundraiser. Bounce houses, raffles, face painting,
and appearances by various sports celebrities were all a part of this event
hosted by the Tyler McLellan Foundation. The event took place on June
27 and raised money to benefit Palm Beach County youth sports.
The Palm Beach County Sports Commission intends to continue promoting and sponsoring local organizations in the fall with plans to support the
Inner City Youth Golfers’, Inc. Scholarship Invitational Golf Tournament.
The event is planned to take place September 11 and 12 at the Bear Lakes
Country Club in West Palm Beach.
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