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AYSO National Games: A First for Florida
Nine thousand participants including soccer
players, coaches, officials and spectators
will descend on Palm Beach County for the
2010 American Youth Soccer Organization
(AYSO) National Games, July 4-11 at the
International Polo Club in Wellington. This
event only takes place every two years and this
is the first time the AYSO National Games
will take place in Florida, let alone anywhere
in the Southeast. Approximately 200 teams
from all over the country
will come together for a
week of soccer, cultural
exchange and fun.
AYSO Section 14 is playing
host for the 2010 National
Games. The Section,
which encompasses most
of the state (except the
Panhandle), parts of South
Carolina and parts of
Georgia, is relatively new,
having started in October 2001. Section
Director, Wendy Smith, believes they are up
to the challenge of hosting this special AYSO
event, “We are a small Section, but we felt that
the National Games would bring exposure…
to our Section better than anything else we
could ever do without spending a lot of
money,” she said.
The National Games will take place at the
International Polo Club in Wellington. One
of the unique requirements in hosting this
tournament is the challenge of finding 30
soccer fields in one location. The Palm Beach
County Sports Commission assisted AYSO

Section 14 in bidding on and securing the
2010 National Games. Through creative
venue management, the Palm Beach County
Sports Commission and AYSO Section 14 are
able to convert one polo field into four soccer
fields. The Sports Commission also assisted
Section 14 by providing a $25,000 grant
and securing an additional grant of $20,000
from the Florida Sports Foundation. The
event is expected to generate an estimated
10,000 room nights and $5 million in
economic impact. George
Linley, Executive Director
of the Palm Beach County
Sports Commission, said “It
is very exciting to host such a
prominent event. This is the
largest amateur sporting event
hosted in Palm Beach County
since the 2005 USA Field
Hockey National Festival.”
AYSO differentiates itself
from other soccer organizations
and tournaments through its mission and
philosophies. The AYSO mission is to develop
and deliver quality youth soccer programs
which promote a fun, family environment.
AYSO also puts a strong emphasis on its
core six philosophies. AYSO’s philosophies
are living tenets that separate it from other
sports organizations.
Everyone Plays®,
Balanced Teams, Open Registration, Positive
Coaching, Good Sportsmanship and Player
Development are the cornerstones of the six
philosophies illustrated as follows:

AYSO (Continued)
Everyone Plays®: The AYSO goal is for children to play soccer so it
is mandated that every player on every team must play at least 50%
of every game.
Balanced Teams: Each year AYSO forms new teams as evenly
balanced as possible because it’s more fun and a better learning
experience when teams of similar ability play. It allows for each
player to gain the experience of a wide variety of teammates of
different skill levels.
Open Registration: The AYSO program is open to all children
between four and 19 years of age
who want to register and play
soccer. Interest and enthusiasm are
the only criteria for playing.There
are no elimination try-outs and
nobody gets cut.
Positive Coaching: Encouragement of player effort provides for
greater enjoyment for the players and leads to better-skilled and bettermotivated players. A coach can be one of the most influential people
in a child’s life; therefore, AYSO requires coaches create a positive
experience for every boy and girl.
Good Sportsmanship: AYSO strives to create a positive
environment based on mutual respect rather than a win-at-all-costs
attitude, and the program is designed to instill good sportsmanship
in every facet of AYSO.
Player Development: The AYSO belief is that all players should be
able to develop their soccer skills and knowledge to the best of their
abilities, both individually and as members of a team, in order to
maximize their enjoyment of the game.
These six philosophies ensure the
quality of fair play, sportsmanship
and fun. The National Games brings
thousands of participants together
who practice these philosophies and
likes to consider the event a cultural
experience as well with its diversity of
players from state to state.
So although summer generally slows
down with seasonal visitors, be
prepared for an influx of 9,000 guests
the beginning of July here to enjoy the
spirit of soccer—and sand—in beautiful Palm Beach County.

Netball Descends Upon
Palm Beach County
The United States
of America Netball
Association (USANA)
hosted tryouts and
an intensive training
camp for its national
team in Boynton
Beach and Delray
Beach on May 2223, 2010. The first
day of the camp and
tryouts took place at
the Ezell Hester Community Center in Boynton Beach and the
final day occurred at the Pompey Recreation Center in Delray
Beach. The camps were open to the public, exposing a highly
popular international sport to Palm Beach County. The national
team members traveled from across the nation to prepare for a
difficult schedule of international competition. After training
in Palm Beach County, team members will compete at the
United States National Netball Championships, taking place on
June 19-20, 2010 in Boston. The national team will represent
the United States at the World Netball Championships, which is
scheduled for the summer of 2011 in Singapore.
USANA is the national governing
body of netball and was founded
in New York in 1992. Netball is
one of the most popular sports for
women across the globe. Although
Netball is more prominent in other
continents, its roots come from
the American game of basketball.
In 1895, James Naismith, the
father of basketball, sent a
copy of his basketball rules to a
sports teacher in New Orleans,
Clara Baer. Baer interpreted
Naismith’s drawings of the court
and players as meaning that
players could not leave certain
areas. Baer’s interpretation of the
game became Women’s basketball
in 1899. Women’s basketball was later introduced to England where
the sport transformed into a passing, no dribbling game called
Netball. Today, the sport is played by 20 million people in more
than 70 countries.
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2010 Kids Fitness Festival
of the Palm Beaches

USA Baseball Returns to
Palm Beach County

For the 16th year, the
Palm Beach County Sports
Commission will be hosting
the Kids Fitness Festival of the
Palm Beaches, taking place
at the Palm Beach County
Convention Center on July
14-15. Year after year, the
Kids Fitness Festival provides youth of all ages with two days of
fun and fitness through a variety of over 40 traditional and nontraditional sports clinics.

The USA Baseball 16 & under championships will take place in
Palm Beach County for the 10th consecutive year. Scheduled for
June 19-26, 2010, at the Santaluces Athletic Complex in Lantana
and Roger Dean Stadium in Jupiter, this event is considered the
most prestigious baseball tournament in the nation for the 15 &
16 year old age group. Approximately 1,200 athletes competing
on 72 teams from across the country will descend upon Palm
Beach County for the week long tournament and compete in an
astounding 264 games. The first round of games will start at 8am
each morning and the final round of games will begin at 8pm.

The success of this event is due in large part to the tremendous
amount of support from community partners. Ronald McDonald
House Charities ® (RMHC) of South Florida is returning as the
presenting sponsor. Not only do they support the event through
their financial contribution, but they also assist with the hospitality
meals for over 100 volunteers each day and bring an additional
element of fun with a special appearance from Ronald McDonald.
Prime Time of Palm Beach
County, Calvin, Giordano &
Associates and United States
Tennis Association (USTA)
Florida also make significant
contributions to the Kids Fitness
Festival of the Palm Beaches.
Through grant money, Prime
Time of Palm Beach County
affords over 500 disadvantaged
youth the opportunity to attend
this event. Additionally, Calvin,
Giordano & Associates purchases 70 tickets for children that
otherwise would not have the opportunity to participate. For many
years USTA Florida has played a role as a tennis sport clinician.
After seeing the value that Kids Fitness Festival provides to its local
programs, USTA Florida decided to increase their level of support
by becoming a participating sponsor.
Five thousand youth are expected to exhaust themselves with a day
of fun by participating in over 40 activities that include everything
from tennis, baseball, dance, fishing, croquet, judo, gymnastics,
fencing, golf, hanet ball, pickleball, soccer, cycling, equestrian and
much, much more.
Tickets for this event are only $12 up until June 18 (tickets are
$17 after June 18). For registration information, please contact the
Palm Beach County Sports Commission at 561-233-3180.

USA Baseball uses this tournament as an exclusive selection vehicle
for its Youth National Team Trials. Approximately 20 players will
be recruited from the event and flown to Cary, NC, USA Baseball’s
headquarters, where they join another 20 players from the West
Championships held in Arizona.
After an intensive camp, 18
players will be selected to represent
the United States and its Youth
National Team, which will compete
internationally. The United States
has proven to be the country to
beat on the global baseball scene
since USA Baseball began selecting
and training players in the 16U
age category in the summer of 1997. The program has medaled
each time it has taken the field in such international events as the
IBAF “AA”/16U World Youth Championships and the COPABE
“AA”/16U Pan American Championships. In 2009, the 16U
National Team knocked off the world’s best teams earning a gold
medal at the IBAF Worlds.
Since 1978, USA Baseball has been the National Governing Body
(NGB) for the sport of baseball. The organization governs more
than 12 million amateur players in ballparks and playgrounds
across the country. USA Baseball is a resource center for the
sport of baseball and is responsible for promoting and developing
the game of baseball on the grassroots level, both nationally and
internationally.
The USA Baseball 16 & under championships generates a
tremendous amount of spending and revenues for Palm Beach
County. The event is estimated to generate approximately 4,000
room nights for Palm Beach County hotels and nearly $2 million
in economic impact. The event is a significant contributor to the
sports tourism industry and promotes Palm Beach County as the
premier youth baseball destination in the United States.
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Palm Beach County Sports Commission Golf Classic
On Friday afternoon,
May 7th, over 90
golfers took to the
links at the historic
and newly renovated
West Palm Beach
Golf Course to
support youth sports
initiatives at the 2010
Palm Beach County
Sports Commission
Golf Classic. In addition to supporting the programs of the
Palm Beach County Sports Commission, this event was a great
opportunity to introduce local golf enthusiasts and participants to
this public property. The course, which was originally designed
in 1947 by Dick Wilson closed for much needed renovations in
April 2009 and re-opened this past November to high acclaim. The
renovations by architect and PGA Tour winner Mark McCumber,
opened up the expanse of the course by removing non-native and

invasive plant materials while attempting to bring the course back
to the rustic, natural dune landscape originally experienced in the
late 1940’s and early 1950’s.
Concluding the tournament, the longest drive prize was awarded to
Jim Case while Jeff Knight earned closest to the pin. The winning
team of the 2010 Golf Classic went to Bill Dunn, Kyle Henderson,
Jim DeBalaso and Jim Case. In addition to these highlights,
Major League Baseball Hall of Fame member and Palm Beach
County Sports Hall of Fame member, Gary Carter made a special
appearance and competed in the tournament. Chairman of the
Golf Classic, Jason Myers, said “the event was a great success and
we appreciate the assistance from the Sports Commission staff, the
Golf Committee and the West Palm Beach Municipal Golf Course.
We are also very appreciative of the support provided by our very
generous sponsors, Rooney’s All-In Sports Bar and Grill, the Honda
Classic, Suffolk Construction and the Paul Van der Grift family.
Without the support of our sponsors, community supporters, and
participants we wouldn’t have been able to host this great event.”
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