GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS
HISTORIC DISTRICT
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In response to the heavy Influx of new residents into South Florida
at the turn of the century and the introduction of the automoblle,
local developers and real estate agents purchased the less expensive
land outside of the West Palm Beach downtown area and developed

the first speculative suburbs. Platted in the 1910-1920s as three
subdivisions, Grandview Helghts js one of the earliest attempts at

southwestern expansion of the city. Originally stretching from
Okeechobee Boulevard to Park Place, the property was chosen
because of its relatively stecp topography for South Florida, It was

considered a desirable place to live because it was less than a mile
from downtown, within close proximity to the City Terminals. West
Palm Beach Canal, the Turning Basin, and had a view of the Everglades.
Buflt for working and middle class residents, the quickly constructed
homes were well made but affordable. The neighborhood consists of
primarily Bungalow type homes that reflect mainly the Craftsman and
Mission styles, both widely popular during the 1920s Florida Land
Boom Era.
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One of the city's oldest neighborhoods still intact, Grandview Heights was built as an
extension of Palm Beach Heights from around 1910 to 1925. Almost all of Palm Beach
Heights and half of Grandview Heights was demolished in 1989 to make way for the
proposed Downtown-Uptown project, which remains undeveloped. The neighborhood
became a West Palm Beach historic district in 1995 and was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places in 1999.

Grandview Heights In recent years, residents rallied to stop random demolition of
neighborhood homes. And they banded together to chase drug dealers and prostitutes
from the neighborhood. New investors are helping bring back the neighborhood, which
has one of the city's best collection of early craftsman-style bungalows, as well as some

modest, Mediterranean revival-style homes.

The Grandview Heights neighborhood was established in 1910 and is first residents
were ministers, downtown shopkeepers and the craftsmen who built the luxury hotels

of Palm Beach. Most historic homes in the neighborhood were completed by 1925.

The neighborhood became a West Palm Beach historic district in 1995 and was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places in 1999. April 17, 2011 will celebrate 2011
centennial anniversary this upcoming year! (See Home Tour)

The Grandview Heights neighborhood today is an eclectic mixture of history,
architecture, with a dry cleaner, real estate offices, vet, day care, Churches, park,

apartments, condos, and is known for its charm and diversity.


http://www.grandviewheights.net/

