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White House Task Force Supports Family Caregivers
Initiative Eases the Burden for Middle Class Families Caring for Aging Relatives
(West Palm Beach, FL, January 26, 2010) – An estimated 38 million Americans provide unpaid care to an aging relative, including approximately 23 million caregivers with jobs and 12 million who are also caring for their own children.  The newly announced $102.5 million Caregiver Initiative will ease the burden on families with elder care responsibilities and allow seniors to live in the community for as long as possible.  The Initiative adds funding to caregiver support programs that provide transportation help, adult day care, and in-home services, which eases the burden for family members and helps seniors stay in their homes.
“This is an important milestone,” stated Mary Barnes, CEO and President of Alzheimer’s Community Care, a West Palm Beach-based not-for-profit organization that provides specialized care to patients with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia disorders.  “We are so pleased with the Initiative and think it’s a great start in terms of recognizing the critical identity of the caregiver and the need for funding the families that are so often overlooked.  With 828,000 caregivers in Florida currently caring for a person with a memory problem, the need is evident and must be addressed as the Baby Boomer population ages.  We’re encouraged that the White House is recognizing the needs of the family caregiver and prioritizing its funding for programs that provide these important resources.”
Alzheimer’s Community Care serves as an innovative model of care that advocates for services and resources to promote and provide specialized, compassionate, quality care to Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders patients and caregivers.  Our team of professionals is educated and trained in dementia-specific services.  Our services include 11 Specialized Adult Day Service Centers throughout Palm Beach County and the Treasure Coast, Family Nurse Consultants, Alzheimer’s Crisis Line, support groups, case management, education, training and advocacy.  The organization’s strategic principle is “We place a safety net around patients and caregivers every day.”  Alzheimer’s Community Care is a United Way agency. For more information, call (561) 683-2700 or visit www.alzcare.org.
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