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          News & Notes  
 

The Palm Beach County Chapter Quarterly Newsletter 
Winter 2010 

 

 

 

P. O. Box 18279 - West Palm Beach, FL - 33416-8279 - www.afppbc.org 

A Year in Review: AFP Was the Place to Be 
 

Andre Donikan, a renowned expert in 

planned giving traveled from Indianapolis 

to spend time with members of the AFP 

chapter.  Andre presented on many of the 

nuances of Planned Giving and was able to 

offer advice to AFP members on this chal-

lenging topic.  
  

Janet Copeland joined the AFP chapter in 

Boca Raton to talk about the trends in di-

rect mail.  Pedro Del Sol spoke to the 

chapter in May about Non Profits First and 

all of the many resources they offer the 

nonprofit community. Jim Mueller, a 30 

year veteran of the nonprofit marketing 

world, presented Cause Related Marketing 

in June.  
 

Cultural Diversity was the topic for July. 

The well received, interactive discussion 

was presented by Jane Tierney, Executive 

Director and Laura Bagley, Director of 

Cultural Competency for Toward a More 

Perfect Union 
 

We had a special presenter in September 

when Robbe Healey, Chairperson of AFP 

International visited with the chapter. 

Robbe unveiled the new AFP International 

website as well as the newest data and 

trends in the fundraising profession.  

  

In October we had another out of state visi-

tor, when Jerry F. Smith visited us from 

Alabama.  Jerry is an author and Major 

Gifts Specialist who has spoken at confer-

ences around the world and brought his 35 

years of experience to our chapter.  He 

gave great industry counsel through his 

compelling case studies of raising Major 

Gifts for organizations from major univer-

sities to the smallest foundation.   

    Article continued on page 5 
  

One of the biggest perks of being a  mem-

ber of the Palm Beach County AFP chap-

ter is attending the monthly luncheons. 

Not only do members receive reduced rate 

lunches, get to mingle with other fundrais-

ing professionals, they get to advance their 

knowledge base on leading trends in the 

philanthropic field. 
  

This past year’s line-up of speakers was 

phenomenal.  Nationally renowned experts 

in the field of philanthropy and fundrais-

ing traveled to Palm Beach County to 

share their knowledge with AFP mem-

bers.  The year kicked off with Robert 

Egger, Founder of DC Central Kitchen 

and the V3 campaign.  Robert’s energetic 

speech was on the topic “Fundraising in a 

Challenging Climate.”  Robert combined 

his past experience along with his knowl-

edge of the local community and truly got 

to the heart of Palm Beach County’s fund-

raising challenges.  AFP members and 

guests left the January luncheon motivated 

and ready to tackle the year ahead.  
  

 

In February members and guests were 

treated to a presentation by Dennis Meyer 

of Meyer Partners.  Dennis traveled to 

Palm Beach Country from Illinois to talk 

to AFP members about Multi-Channel 

Fundraising.  Dennis presented campaigns 

where his firm successfully utilized multi-

channel marketing during capital cam-

paigns.   

Start 2010 Strong— 

See Page 5 for January’s AFP 

Luncheon Details 

http://www.afppbc.org/
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Palm Beach County AFP 2009 Board of Directors  
 
 

Kathleen Emmett Filosa, CFRE 
President 
Emmett and Company, Inc. 
561/ 352-0507 
kfilosa@emmettandcompany.com  
 
 

Lorie Stinson  
President - Elect & Treasurer  
South Florida Fair & Exposition 
561/790-5245 
lorie@southfloridafair.com 
 
 

Marie Bloom Deckert, CFRE  
Immediate Past President 
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute 
561/515-1527 
mdeckert@med.miami.edu 
 
 

Cindy DeSilva  
Vice President - Membership 
Hospice of Palm Beach County Foun-
dation 
561/494-6882 
cdesilva@hpbcf.com 
 
 

Stacey A. Dowdle  
Vice President – Programs 
American Heart Association 
561/ 697-6614 
stacey.dowdle@heart.org 
 

Lisa Archer  
Secretary 
Habitat for Humanity 
561/433-3351 

lisa@habitatpbc.org 
 

Robert Anderson 
Website Chair 
Forte Interactive, Inc. 
561/833-4040 ext. 524 
randerson@forteinteractive.com 
 

Amy Brand  
Diversity Chair 
Bethesda Hospital Foundation 
561/737-7733 x4428 
amy.brand@bethesdahealthcare.com 
 

Dana Brookes  
Government Relations Chair     
YMCA of the Palm Beaches  
561/968-9622 
dana.brookes@ymcapalmbeaches.org  
  

Stanton Cadow, CFRE  
Mentoring / Audio Conference 
Chair 
St. Vincent de Paul Regional 
Seminary   
561/732-4424, x152 
scadow@svdp.edu 

Susan Hutcheon, CFM 
AFP Foundation Every 
Member Campaign 
Chair 
The Lansing, Lacy, Hutch-
eon Group  Merrill Lynch  
561/ 514-4826 
susan_hutcheon@ml.com 
 
 

Robi Jurney 
NPD Co-Chair 
Quantum House  
561/ 494-0515 
rjurney@quantumhouse.org 

 
Mary G. Lewis 
Scholarship Chair 
The Waters Pelton Organi-
zation, Inc. 
561/ 626-0026 ext.11 
mlewis@waterspelton.com 
 

Jennifer Mahoney 
Newsletter Chair 
Florence Fuller CDC  
561/391-7274 ext 125 
jmahoney@ffcdc.org 
 
 

 

Christine Mally 
Planet Philanthropy  
C0-Chair 
Florence Fuller CDC  
561/391-7274 ext 111 
cmally@ffcdc.org 
 

Sarah McKenzie 
Public Relations Chair 
561/515-6454 
sarahrmckenzie@yahoo.com 
 

Cal Miller  
Sponsorship Chair 
Gulfstream Goodwill Industries  
561/848-7200 
cmiller@gulfstreamgoodwill.com  
 

Melanie Otero  
Strategic Planning Chair 
Palm Healthcare Foundation 
561/833-6333 
motero@phfpbc.org 
 

Dennis Stefanacci, ACFRE  
NPD Co-Chair 
Stefanacci & Associates 
239/405-1023 
dstefanacc@aol.com 

 

  

President’s Message       Kathleen Emmett Filosa, CFRE 

   
It’s hard to believe that only a few short days remain in 2009…and what a year it has been!  
The Palm Beach County Chapter of AFP witnessed many accomplishments these past 12  
months.  
  

To highlight a few, our Chapter… 
  

 Earned the Ten Star Award and Friends of Diversity designation from AFP International.  

 Featured speakers from all across the country during our monthly luncheons. We learned  
      from the best of the best in our industry. 

 Hosted 15 audio conferences at 11 different sites throughout Palm Beach County. More than 200 members and non   
      members participated free of charge. 

 Reviewed and/or redefined Palm Beach County Chapter’s Mission, Vision, Quality Statement and Values and  
      developed an 18 month strategic plan with defined objectives and success indicators. 

 Reached out to grassroots organizations in the Belle Glade and Delray Beach areas by hosting half-day educational     
      seminars free of charge.  

 Revamped the local website. We invite you to browse our new creation at www.afppbc.org. 

 Created the AFP Youth in Philanthropy Award in Memory of Suzanne Foley to be granted annually to a High School 
       Senior who demonstrates results in meeting the needs of the community outside of school. 

 Hosted an incredibly successful National Philanthropy Day Luncheon which raised nearly $40,000 to be used for   
      scholarship, outreach and educational opportunities.  

 Formed a partnership with the Broward Chapter to co-host the Planet Philanthropy Conference next  
      June in Boca Raton. 

 

These milestones could not have been possible without the support of a fantastic Board of Directors plus multiple 
committee members and volunteers. I thank each and every one of you for your support. Your commitment to AFP is 
inspiring.  

  

Looking to 2010, I encourage those of you who have yet to get involved with the Palm Beach Chapter to do so. Next 
year brings more excitement… I do hope you are a part of it.   

 

http://www.afppbc.org/


Page 3               Visit the local chapter AFP Website at www.afppbc.org 

 

 

 

Dana Brookes  
Awarded Chamberlain Scholarship Award 

 
 

Dana Brookes, Director of Financial Development for the YMCA and 

AFP member, has been awarded the AFP Chamberlain Scholarship for 

the 2010 International Conference in Baltimore, Maryland. 

The Chamberlain Scholarship is presented to individuals serving not-

for-profit organizations to develop their knowledge and skills in fundraising. The AFP Founda-

tion for Philanthropy sponsors the Chamberlain Scholarship Program which awards a $500 

scholarship to underwrite the conference registration fee.  

Dana wrote in her scholarship letter to AFP, “I would love to have the opportunity to learn 

from industry professionals in person. I have never attended an AFP Conference, but have 

heard from other AFP members how valuable their attendance has been for their careers.”  

Congratulations Dana Brookes and good luck at the conference in April. 

2-Year Membership  
Scholarship Applications Available  

 

Scholarship Benefits    

 Cost of annual membership ($250)  

 Cost of lunches - 6 required ($150)  

 Chapter dues ($50) 
Please go to the www.afppbc.org to download and 
application and send it in today.  

Your Opinion Counts! 

 

Melanie Otero   Strategic Planning Chair         

Michael Barton,  

Director of Development Epilepsy Founda-

tion of FL 
 

Katharin R. Brink, Ph. D., Director,  

Education, Leadership Non Profits First 
 

Shannon E. Curley, Managing Director of 

Development The Cleveland Clinic  

Foundation 
 

Cynthia Daub, Director 

Sammy Wilkinson Memorial Foundation 
 

Mary Dunning, Director of Membership 

PB County Cultural Council 
 

Lottie Wengert Gatewood, Director of 

Development Boys and Girls Club 
 

Lynne Dell Gibson, Major Gifts Officer 

Miami City Ballet 
 

Romano Domenico Guttadauro 

Casino Party Nights FL, Inc. 
 

Michael Towner, President 

British American Business Council of Palm 

Beach 

Welcome   

New  

Members   
Cindy DeSilva  Membership Chair  

As we wrap up the year, we’re 

asking you to share your opin-

ions with us to help us enhance 

our chapter.  Please be on the 

lookout for a member survey 

email and take the opportunity 

to tell us how we can deliver 

the programs, services and 

education that will help you    

become a stronger fundraising 

professional.  Thank you in ad-

vance for providing              

your input, which                     

will guide our                            

strategic planning                      

for the coming year. 

Mary Lewis     Scholarship Chair 
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The Palm Beach Chapter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals presented the 23rd 
annual National Philanthropy Day Awards on No-
vember 15th at the Kravis Center Cohen Pavil-
ion.  Event Chairs were Robi Journey and Den-
nis Stefanacci.  More than 400 guests attended, 
including past award honorees.  The Mistress of 
Ceremonies was WPBF-25 News Anchor , Tif-
fany Kenney. 
  

The purpose of National Philanthropy Day is to 
recognize the outstanding philanthropist, organi-
zations, foundation and volunteers who have 
made extraordinary contributions  to Palm Beach 
County.   
 

This years recipients were:  Outstanding Philan-
thropist:  Yvonne S. Boice, Outstanding Volun-
teer Fundraiser:  William Plum, Outstanding Phil-
anthropic Organization:  The International Soci-
ety of Palm BeachðHerme DeWyman Miro, 
Founder and President, Outstanding Philan-
thropic Corporation:  Bank of America Founda-
tion, Outstanding Philanthropic Private Founda-
tion:  Arthur I. and Sydelle Meyer Foundation and 
Outstanding Planned Giving Legacy Hon-
oree:  Dora Bak. 
  

Presenting Sponsor was Merrill Lynch Center for 
Philanthropy & Nonprofit Management with Bank 
of America.      

National Philanthropy Day  1 

3 

5 

4 

2

Photos: 

1. Dick Robinson, Yvonne Boice 

2. Greg Leach, Dorothy and John Sullivan  

3. Herme DeWyman Miro,  Jack Lansing  

4. Stanton Collemer, Marie Bloom Deckert, Rex Ford 

5. Sydelle Meyer, William Meyer     

more photos of NPD on page 5 
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A Year in Review continued... 
 

AFP partnered with the Planned Giving 

Council of Palm Beach County for a joint 

event featuring Jay Fleisher, Esq. Jay is a 

local expert in the field of estate planning 

and nonprofit organizations and is  a former 

25 year Development Officer for Schriners 

Children’s Hospital.  
 

We rounded out the year with a presentation 

from Peter Panapento, Senior Web Editor 

from The Chronicle of Philanthropy.  Peter 

spoke to the group about social media across 

multi-level fundraising platforms to mobilize 

your donor base and engage the next genera-

tion of philanthropy. “It was a pleasure 

working with so many professionals from 

across the country. I hope that AFP members 

continue to take advantage of our monthly 

luncheons as we continue to bring industry 

leaders to be our luncheon speakers,” said 

Stacey Dowdle, Program Chair and  AFP 

Board Member.   

6 

January,  2010    
AFP Chapter Luncheon 

 

Speaker: Derrick Feldmann   

Place:      Kravis Center                 

Date:       January 21, 2010  

Time:      11:30am ï 1:30 pm 

Engaging Young Donors 

How many donors under the age of 40 does your organi-

zation have?  If you answered not very many, then 

you’re just like most other organizations. In fact, what 

many organizations are finding out is that the cultiva-

tion, solicitation, and stewardship practices that have 

been successful for many of the past generations are not 

producing the same results with younger generations.   

Photos: 
 

6. Cindy DeSilva,  

    William Plum,      

    Kathleen Filosa,  

    Suellen Mann   
 

7. Joan Rubin,  

    Dick Robinson,  

    Herme DeWyman  

    Miro  

7 

Mentoring and Audio Conference Chairman 

Stanton Cadow is proud to announce that in 2009 

we hosted 11 different professional development 

audio conferences provided by APF International, 

purchased by our chapter.  These sessions were 

held at a record breaking 11 different sites, at vari-

ous days and times of the week. Tuesday at noon 

remains the no. 1 time slot and day to attend.  

The emphasis this year has been to make all audio 

conference available in different locations, different 

days of the week and times each month, and more 

accessible to members and non members.   

The programs have easily surpassed more than 

200 chapter member and 107 non-member atten-

dance at the15 sessions held. Some topics were in 

such demand they were held as many as three 

times. Fifty-four percent of those attending have 

classified themselves as non-members. One host 

site had over 85 people in attendance. 

The 2010 program has already scheduled a repeat 

of the December session, ñHow to Have a Conver-

sation with Donors about Planned Givingò at the 

United Way on the 12th of January, noon to 1:30 

pm. The complete line-up for '10 is not yet avail-

able however; it will be published on our new web 

site by January. We can anticipate at least 10 ses-

sions next year and many of the same host sites.  

 

Update: Audio conferences 

More National Philanthropy Day photos 
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