Read Together Palm Beach County One Book, One Community

Five finalist books revealed!
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ABOUT THE BOOKS

· Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter by Tom Franklin   Buy Online 

More than twenty years ago, loner Larry Ott took a pretty girl to the movies and came home alone. She was never found. Now another young woman is missing and suspicion has fallen on Larry again. The chief investigator is local constable Silas Jones, Larry’s unlikely boyhood friend in their small, racially divided Mississippi town. In this mystery novel, the only way to get to the truth is by uncovering the past...

· Digging to America by Anne Tyler   Review  |  Buy Online 

Two families become intertwined when they both adopt baby girls from Korea. This gently humorous novel explores the notions of fitting in, what it is to be an "American," and the adventure of finding love again in later years. An insightful tale of culture clash, with endearing characters working their unique ways through the bustle and flow of family life.

· Last Train to Paradise by Les Standiford   Review  |  Buy Online 

The true story of a man of extraordinary vision and drive. Oil tycoon Henry Flagler spent the last years of his life building a railroad to span the length of Florida, including 157 miles of open ocean to Key West. The story captures the herculean efforts of the dedicated men who built this engineering marvel, plagued by mosquito and alligator infested swamplands and the fury of hurricanes. Travel through familiar Florida spots and explore early twentieth century attitudes towards working conditions, the environment, and the tourist industry.

· Picking Cotton by Jennifer Thompson-Cannino, Ronald Cotton and Erin Torneo   Review  |  Buy Online 

A memoir of forgiveness and redemption. Ron Cotton is wrongly accused of committing a brutal rape. Based in part on the testimony of the victim, he is convicted and spends 11 years in prison before being exonerated by DNA evidence. He not only forgives, but befriends his accuser and her family. The authors have been instrumental in current efforts to change the way eyewitness testimony is used by police and prosecutors.

· Zeitoun by Dave Eggers   Review  |  Buy Online 

What happens when civil rights collide with national security in the aftermath of a natural catastrophe? Dave Eggers explores this issue through the true story of Abdulrahman Zeitoun, an ordinary man living through the destruction of Hurricane Katrina. Zeitoun remains in New Orleans to protect his business after his family evacuates, but his future is threatened when he is arrested. A gripping and disturbing view of America's response to natural and man-made disasters.

Start reading now to be prepared to vote in January!
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